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Marjory Stoneman Douglas -Author

and Conservationist
Marjory Stoneman Douglas’s
Everglades: River of Grass inspired a
wave of environmental consciousness
and helped save the Everglades, a vast
expanse of wetland which was at one
point slated for commercial develop-
ment. She also founded Friends of the
Florida Everglades, which still exists
today. On Earth Day in 2015, President
Obama designated her home a historic
landmark on his visit to the Everglades.
“Mrs. Douglas was a passionate steward
of our nation’s natural resources, and
particularly her Florida Everglades.”
(President Bill Clinton).

Fran Ford - Former President of
Florida Keys Audubon Society

The Fran Ford White-crowned Pigeon
Preserve, which is named for her , is a
sanctuary for one of the species she fought
to protect and a haven for poisonwood
trees, which remains one of the only forag-
ing habitats for the white-crowned pigeon.
Fran Ford’s impact on environmental
protection is still very present in the Keys
community and with the numerous organi-
zations she belonged to, including the
- Monroe County
;,, Environmental
)~ Education Task
~ Force, the
Audubon
Society and the
Key West
Garden Club.

Fran Ford. Image
courtesy of Florida
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March is Women's

History Month!

[n honor of the great work
women do to serve the Florida
Keys, we'd like to celebrate some
of the leading ladies who have
impacted Monroe County IFAS
Extension Services!

HISTOR)

MONTH

Sylvia Murphy - Monroe
County Commissioner
Sylvia Murphy has worked for the Monroe
County Health Department, for the Mon-
roe County School Board, and for Monroe
County Fire/Rescue as an Emergency
Medical Technician. At current, she has
had the honor of serving as Monroe
County Commissioner since 2006. She has
also been a volunteer EMT with Tavernier
Volunteer Fire and Ambulance Corps
since 1981. She loves to garden, raises
orchids and bromeliads and also has a va-
riety of turtles, some of which are 50 and
60 years old. Murphy says that her terms
as a County Commissioner have been — by
far — the most interesting and satisfying
“project” she’s ever been involved.
(continued on page 4)

M Sylvia
& Murphy.
® [mage courtesy of

™ Monroe County,
BOcCC

WOMEN’S:

P

st 24 resy 1o warne Landraton an

Dr. EugEnﬂe Clark. Image courtesy of Mote Marine
Laboratory and Aquarium.

Eugenie “Shark Lady” Clark
- Founder of Mote Marine Lab
Throughout her nearly 75-year career
n as a marine biologist, Eugenie Clark (or
' Shark Lady, as she was affectionately
~  known) pioneered research into shark
behavior, and broadening the public’s
understanding of an often misunder-
stood species. “I was an intern at Mote
' Marine Lab in Sarasota and had the
opportunity to work with Dr. Eugenie
Clark (we also went to the same yoga
class!!) and I was responsible for a fish
breeding program that she had started for a
very interesting eel-like fish from the
Philippines. I admire her for recognizing
the intelligence and importance of sharks
and being a strong proponent for their
global protection. “ (Shelly Krueger, UF,
Monroe County IFAS Marine Agent)

-

Sally Ride - Astronaut,

First American Woman in Space
Sally Ride became the first American
Woman in space on June 18, 1983 aboard
the space shuttle Challenger, and devoted
the rest of her life to promoting science
education for kids. In 2001, she founded
Sally Ride Science, an innovative science
content company dedicated to supporting
girls’ and boys’ interests in science, math
and technology.
Ride served as the
organization’s
President & CEO .

Sally Ride, Image courtesy
of National Women’s Hall of
Fame. o
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Michelle recently accomplished the
following activities:

1 Michelle spoke at the Big Pine Key
Botanical Society monthly meeting to
discuss post hurricane landscaping,
what plants are thriving and what
plants are still showing damage.

 Michelle attended an Invasive Cone-
head Termite Integrated Pest Manage-
ment (IPM) Working Group in
Broward County. The mission of the
working group is to raise awareness
about the importance, impacts, and
control/eradication of conehead
termite infestations and to facilitate
partnerships.

 Michelle had 5 horticulture education
booths at weekend garden events
throughout the keys in February. 13
master gardeners assisted the agent in
answering plant, insect, and garden
related questions for 233 residents

1 Michelle held 3 regional plant clinics
during the month of February, a free
service for Monroe County residents.
Master gardeners assisted the agent in
answering residents horticultural
questions. Two were in Key Largo
and one was in Marathon

FLORIDA

N MASTER
«v] GARDENER

1 Michelle spoke on US 1 Radio’s
Morning Magazine about Garden Fest
on April 17" at the Key West Tropi-
cal Forest & Botanical Gardens.

Michelle Mularz and the Monroe
County Master Gardeners will help you
with plant problems or insect
identification at the following
locations throughout the winter:

KEY WEST

Gato Building /
1100 Simont-@B80St
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon

March 5th & 19th
MARATHON
Mar at hon Home
4555
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon

March 17th
April 21st
KEY LARGO
Murray E. Nel son
Cul tural Center [/
102050 Overseas
9:00 a.m. to 12 noon

March 7th & 21st rine Debris Working Group with
. Sanctuary staff, dive operators, law
Spring d a t e eforcement and local fishermen.
comin g S 0 0O n !Shellyland Sanctuary staff held multi-

Key West Plant Clinic

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Office
st

s for diogrosis.
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Shelly recently accomplished the
following activities:

9 Shelly was invited to be a guest
lecturer at Florida Keys Community
College about sponges.

Eqix tSRellySsla RethberQf tHe FS& €lorida

I €&ilndly Fféh?ng Guide development
team and is developing two online
learning modules, Catch and Release
and Giving Back.

Y~ Shelly is co-chair of the Florida Sea
Grant Estuarine and Coastal Health

D e pV@OItkil’lg Action Group and is leading

¥hAu¥] meeting in Cedar Key,

Florida with Dr. Savanna Barry.
Ext

Hwy . . Florida °°

9 Shelly is coordinating with the Florida
Keys National Marine Sanctuary Ma-

ple conference calls including with
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
to organize landside coordination of
submerged debris removal.

9 Shelly is assisting Bo Boudark with a
documentary on the history of Queen
conch in the Florida Keys.

9 Shelly presented at the University of
Florida Graduate Science Symposium
about sponge research in the Florida
Keys.

9 Shelly is the Member at Large for the
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Advisory
Board and presented updates about
UF/IFAS Water Watch at the annual
meeting and was recertified in coastal
chemical water quality testing by
Georgia Department of Natural
Resources staff.
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https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension
https://twitter.com/KeysUFExtension
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Alicia recently accomplished the
following activities:

1 Alicia was invited by the Department
of Economic Opportunity and UF-
IFAS Dean Place to present at the
Economic Recovery and Resiliency
Workshop. She presented hurricane
Irma impacts to agriculture/fisheries
industry and University of Florida
Extension response and resources.

9 The state-wide planning team for Sus-
tainable Floridians was selected to
present at the National conference of
the Joint Council of Extension
Professionals. Alicia and two county
Extension Agents presented the
program highlights to 25 participants.

SUSTAINABLE
FLORIDIANS™

1  Alicia represented Monroe County at
the Upper Keys Solar Cooperative
meeting. She outlined the effort and
actions that Monroe County has
undertaken is support of solar energy
including; action items in the Monroe
Climate Action Plan and Sustainability
Action Plan, support of PACE program
efforts and energy efficiency in county
operations.

9 Alicia coordinated a Climate Change
Advisory Committee workshop where
members continue to work on updating
the Monroe County Climate Action
Plan.

9 Alicia attended several University of
Florida trainings including; revenue
enhancement, customer satisfaction
survey training and blog training.

Dayl ight
Sunday, March 11th
Don’t forget to “Spring” Forward!

Monroe County
Advisory
Tuesday, March 20th
12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Marathon Government Center
2" floor - BOCC meeting room
2798 Overseas Highway, Marathon

C

There are vacant seats on the
Monroe County
Change Advisory

If you are interested, please e-mail
Alicia at betancourt-alicia(@
monroecounty-fl.gov.

Mi grati on
Saturday, March 24th
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Key West Botanical Gardens
5210 College Rd, Key West, FL 33040
https://www.facebook.com/events/151912721

Commi t

1540108/

Saturday, Marci
Crocodile Lake National Wildlife
Refuge Wildlife Fair, Key Largo

Saturday, March
National Key Deer Refuge Wildlife Fair
Big Pine Key

http://www.floridakeyswildlifesociety.org/
outdoor-fest

C
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Savin K3i Sm E.jald%stired from UF IFAS

extension Service after 16 years with
Monroe County as the horticulture agent!
We wish her all the best in her well-

qesprvgdredremesth a n g e
h g re r y'vI e:(lfairg*y érl%sghas
accepted a position with University of
Florida in Gainesville, and can still be

reached through his UF email address at
harrycrissy@ufl.edu.

We |

Michelle Leonard  -Mularz : Michelle
comes to us as the new Horticulture
Agent with IFAS Extension. Michelle
hails from Broward county, though she
already had ties to conch life since her
huisbargl graduated from Key West
HighhPahiool andengother-in-law has
been a resident of Monroe County for
30 years. She is a University of Florida
graduate and previously worked for
Broward County Extension Service in
Commercial Horticulture. She is a
certified arborist and most recently
nworked for the Florida Department of
Agriculture, Agricultural Environmen-
tal services as an inspector enforcing
the Florida Pesticide Law and
Structural Pest Control Act. She is
thrilled to be back in Extension, since
outreach and education are her
passion, and feels extremely fortunate
to be able to call this community her
home. Go Gators!!

C ome s

Li z Y olizgome to us as the new
Extension Coordinator from the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection’s
Soui&l Elstr ct office in Marathon. She’s
terr of ugs (and the occasional lizard
that startles her) and breaks out just look-
ing at Brazilian pepper. She was born and
ral Fa Si/ West, but is also a graduate
orlda ate University. She occasion-
ally admits that University of Florida has
some pretty awesome science programs,
but is adamantly opposed to any hand
gesture even slightly resembling the

“Gator Chomp”.
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1100 Simonton Street, Suite 2-260, Key West, FL 33040 J
102050 Overseas Hwy., Suite 244, Key Largo, FL 33037

KL Phone: 305-453-8747
KL Fax: 305-453-8749

KW Phone: 305-292-4501
KW Fax: 305-292-4415

General e-mail: monroe@ifas.ufl.edu

Newsletter Editor: Liz Yongue, Extension Coordinator
This newsletter can be accessed online at:
http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu/newsletter.shtml

County Extension Director: Alicia Betancourt
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Read more on our featured ladies of

dzb @S Rdz ‘Women's History Month:
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You may :also 1|ike

Women Conserving the Florida Keys, by Susan M. Nugent, Peter E. Randall

Publisher LLC, 2008

Women’' s Hi s-tvomwwombhshistérymonth.gov
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Continued from Page 1 -
We asked Commissioner Murphy what she felt was her
most important contribution to Monroe County throughout
her tenure as a Commissioner:

“I have lived here for over 60 years, worked in many areas
of the Keys and have a feel for the people and their

needs. I’ve always tried to act and vote in a manner that
pleases the majority of my constituents --- not always possi-
ble but I do try. My accomplishments have been small
ones but there have been many. I think I have made people
realize that their Commissioner is not here to do favors for
friends nor make concessions for certain groups but to be
more of a ‘traffic director’. IfI can solve someone’s
problem by pointing them in the right direction or with a
phone call obtain the answer that they need, then I have had
a successful day and believe me, in that regard most of my
days have been very successful. Most of the more visible
accomplishments such as the purchase of Rowell’s Water-
front Park, our new Senior Citizen Housing at the 105 mm,
Sunpass, soon to be a reality, on the Card Sound

Road, weathering together the hurricanes Wilma and Irma
and the Deepwater Horizon oil spill have been done by all
of us working together to make Key Largo a more
enjoyable place to work and live than it was when I first
came aboard as your Commissioner eleven years ago. “

Commissioner Sylvia Murphy
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SAVE THE DATE!

Mote Marine Laboratory’s

Fest
Saturday, April 14th 10 AM to 6 PM

2018 Ocean A

at NOAA’s Eco-Discovery Center and the Truman Waterfront
https://mote.org/oceanfest
Registration is OPEN for Children’s Fishing Clinics at:

https://mote.org/mote-oceanfest/fishing-clinic-registration
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UF/IFAS/MCES QUARTERLY CONTACTS

Dec Jan Feb Total s

Phone call s 182 71 98
Of fice visitors2 13 12 37
Visits to clied®s 15 13
Learning events1 23 34 6 8
Participants 295 240554
Medi a submissi dns 7 4 18
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