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Transportation Tips for a  

Better Environment 
       by Jerry Lieberman, of the Monroe County                       

Climate Change Advisory Committee 

We’re all concerned with our fragile Keys environment and 

the impact of Climate Change, but often struggle what we can 

do to help.  Our transportation choices have a big impact and 

there are lots of options for individuals as visitors, residents, 

employees, business owners, parents, etc. to make choices to 

positively impact our Keys environment right now, and for 

future generations.  The Monroe County Board of County 

Commissioners Climate Change Advisory Committee 

(CCAC) is working with many agencies to find better        

options. 

Transportation is usually a lively topic for conversations in 

the Keys – when there’s one arterial and it’s shared by many 

different constituents, it’s bound to lead to various emotional 

responses.  Sadly, it seems there’s more accidents and injuries 

as the crowded roadway is shared by everyone in the Keys, 

but there are some realistic ‘win-win’ alternatives to help with 

both our traffic challenges and desire to protect our            

environment.  FDOT, TDC,                

Municipalities and others study the      

traffic flows to continually improve             

transportation experiences. 

Alternatives to personal vehicles –   

The industry trends provide hope for our 

needs in the Keys.  Our vehicles are    

getting more efficient and                     

environmentally friendly with              

hybrid and electric vehicles using less fuel and emitting less 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  Alternatives are reducing 

the number of vehicles in the Keys.  For instance, ride share 

capabilities (e.g. Uber or Lyft) allow you to easily arrange for 

personal door to door service from your smart phone in a 

cashless transaction – in crowded environments, like Key 

West, you can affordably travel for possibly less than the cost 

of parking.  Try it, you’ll like it, and see why the world has 

been taken by storm by this technology enabled approach to 

travel and reduced the need/use of rental cars.  The future also 

holds much promise with autonomous vehicles and, as seen 

with similar early implementations of carshare services like 

Zip Cars, you may be able to have a car brought to you via 

your smart phone – something that may alleviate your need 

for a car or second vehicle when you only use a car when you 

need it! 

Mass transit to the Keys – ok, we don’t have the Flagler 

Railroad anymore and we’re not a major metropolis, but we 

do have some good options to consider which can also be less 

expensive than personal vehicles and reduce roadway         

congestion.  Some offer door to door service from airports 

(see Keys Shuttle).  Others offer low cost and comfortable 

options from airports to various stopping points (see            

Go Bus, Miami to Key West Shuttle).    

There are also popular options for commuters from the    

mainland (see Miami-Dade Route 301). There is even Ferry  

service from Ft Myers and Marco Island directly to Key 

West.  An excellent resource is the TDC (Tourist                

Development Council) ‘how to get there’ website on        

transportation options. 

Mass transit within the Keys – within the keys there are 

improving options for everyone (see Lower Keys Shuttle and 

the real-time bus maps) which provide for BOB (Bike on 

Bus) options.  There’s also the 

new, and free (always a good 

option), Duval Loop bus with 

real time status.  Hopefully the 

success of that service will 

result in further expansion 

within Key West and other 
parts of the Keys.  There’s  

exciting proposals for an Intermodal 

Transportation Hub to further improve on tine, options, and 

costs to travel in the Key West area.  Islamorada and      

Marathon areas are also exploring options to improve 

transportation and reduce congestion. 
...Continued on page 3 

    The Duval Loop Bus  

http://www.keysshuttle.com/
https://www.gobuses.com/miami-key-west/
http://www.miamitokeywestshuttle.com/
https://www.miamidade.gov/transit/routes_detail.asp?route=301
https://www.keywestexpress.net/
http://www.fla-keys.com/how-to-get-here/
https://www.kwtransit.com/
https://www.kwtransit.com/map
https://www.kwtransit.com/map
http://blogs.ifas.ufl.edu/monroeco/files/2018/09/IFAS-Photo-Database-3.jpg
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The Monroe County Master Gardeners 

will help you with plant problems or      

insect identification at the following  

locations throughout the fall and winter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY WEST 

Gato Building / Extension Office 

1100 Simonton Street, #2-260 

9:00 a.m. to 12 noon  

 

October 1st and 15th 

November 5th and 19th 

December 3rd and 17th 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

MARATHON 

Marathon Home Depot 

4555 Overseas Highway 

9:00 a.m. to 12 noon  

 

October 20th 

November 17th 

December 15th 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

KEY LARGO 

Murray E. Nelson Government &    

Cultural Center / Extension Office  

102050 Overseas Hwy., #244 

9:00 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

October 3rd and 17th 

November 7th and 20th* 

December 5th and 19th 

 
 

*the Key Largo Plant Clinic  

before the Thanksgiving  

holiday has been rescheduled to                                

Tuesday, November 20th 

 

Shelly recently accomplished the     

following activities: 

 

ß Shelly taught a session about         

barotrauma and catch and release 

fishing at the Fisheries Management 

and Regulations Workshop that she 

hosted and organized in Marathon. 

 

 

 

ß Florida Sea Grant was asked by 

FDEP to join the Stony Coral Tissue 

Loss Disease citizen engagement 

group and create a Train the Trainer 

to educate divers how to identify and 

report SCTLD.  

ß Shelly was invited to present at the 

Sea Grant Extension Program in 

Destin about her marine science    

programming and co-chaired the 

Estuarine and Coastal Health        

Initiative Work Action Group. 

 

 

 

ß Shelly taught and trained the Florida 

Keys Community College data     

collection course to participate in the 

Florida Keys Water Watch program 

for the second year and taught 

FKWW program to staff at US     

National Park Service and Florida 

Keys National Marine Sanctuary.  

ß Shelly was invited to the Big Pine 

Key Community Event by Bill Kelly 
and spent the day sharing free fish 

dip and information with residents 

impacted by Hurricane Irma.    
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Michelle recently accomplished the       

following activities: 

 

ß Michelle and five Master         

Gardeners attended the South-

east Region Advanced Master 

Gardener Training in Jensen 

Beach.  

ß Four Master Gardeners received 

service awards for their continued 

dedication to the Keys community 

through       

volunteerism: 

Scarlett Duffy 

(10 years), 

Nancy Miller 

(10 years),  

Linnea        

Cunningham 

(10 years), and 

Bunny Portner 

(10 years). 

Congratulations 

and thank you 

for your service!  

ß Michelle hosted the two final 

Lunch and Learn programs for 

the series, “Planting for        

Survivability in the           

Landscape.”  

  Three programs were presented 

  throughout the Keys with 64   

  participants. The objective of    

  the programs were to help       

  residents and other clientele  

  better understand the functions 

  of roots and the importance of 

  proper planting.  

ß Year to date, Master Gardeners 

have volunteered 1,400 hours 

in the community helping solve 

residents plant and insect    

questions.   

 
{Ŝŀ DǊŀƴǘ bŜǿǎ 
{ƘŜƭƭȅ YǊǳŜƎŜǊ 

Bunny Portner shows 

off her service award!  

https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension
https://twitter.com/KeysUFExtension
https://www.instagram.com/ufifas_extension_monroecounty/
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Alicia recently accomplished the         

following activities: 

 

ß Alicia consulted with a small farm 

owner to develop business planning 

strategies and business diversification 

ideas. They explored cost benefit, 

market analysis and feasibility for 

ventures such as a shared use kitchen, 

event venue and aquaculture.  

ß Alicia worked with the Florida Keys 

National Marine Sanctuary to explore 

co-hosting ocean conservation film 

series which will include Extension 

led educational discussions following 

the screening. 

 

 

ß Alicia worked with a state-wide    

climate team to begin developing 

educational materials targeted to  

local governments in Florida. These 

materials will help municipalities 

understand legal and policy issues 

from climate impacts and will      

include easy to adopt tools and     

templates which can help smaller 

communities develop action plans 

and policies to be more resilient.  

ß Alicia developed a Monroe County 

Proclamation acknowledging Energy 

Awareness Month for October and 

developed a presentation of energy 

saving options to the Monroe County 

Commission.  

ß Alicia worked with the Southeast 

Florida Climate Compact on the 

Greenhouse Gas Technical          

Committee to plan the regional GHG 

update. The regional GHG is updated 

every 5 years and provides data for 

regional policy initiatives which  

lower overall emissions.  

 

Alternative Transportation– here in 

paradise, we’re lucky to have great 

weather so much of the year to enable a 

lot of options that most cities only enjoy 

on a limited basis. Check out Car Free 

Key West for information on options for 

biking in the city. The recently            

expanded Overseas Heritage Trail     

enables 106 miles of scenic bike travel 

for everyone in the Keys.  The ‘other 

98%’ of the county – our water resources 

– also provides for ferry service and 

boating options which can be quite     

enjoyable. 

You can make a difference with your 

transportation choices to help the Keys 

eco-system and improve travel at the 

same time, with your own behavior and 

choices.  We love to share our wonderful 

resources with tourists but ask that     

tourists be considerate of residents and 

pull over to enjoy vistas instead of    

slowing down traffic. Residents can take 

advantage of the alternatives available 

and practice defensive driving to avoid 

creating dangerous situations – if you   

see unsafe drivers, please report them.    

Everyone can make choices for safer  

and environmentally responsible             

transportation in the Florida Keys 

Written by Jerry Lieberman, of the  

Monroe County Climate Change  
Advisory Committee.  

 

For information about the committee, 

including meeting times, check 

here https://fl-

monroecounty.civicplus.com/386/Climate-

Change-Advisory-Committee 
 

Contact our office at monroe@ifas.ufl.edu  

or (305) 292-4501! 

CŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ     
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ bŜǿǎ 
!ƭƛŎƛŀ .ŜǘŀƴŎƻǳǊǘ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎ 

ñA Plastic Oceanò 

Screening at the Eco-Discovery Center  

Wednesday, October 3rd  

5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Presented by the City of Key West and the 

Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary 

Free, open to the public 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Marathon Garden Club Meeting 

 Friday, October 19th, 12:30 p.m. 

5270 Overseas Highway, MM50 Bayside 

Special Guest Speaker: Julie Cheon 

Call 305-743-4971 or visit 

www.marathongardenclub.org                    

for more information. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 
 

Discovery Saturday at the  

Eco-Discovery Center  

Saturday, October 20th, 10 to 11 a.m. 

35 E. Quay Road 

Key West, FL 33040 

For children K-5th grade. Space is limited.  

Call 305-809-4750 to register. 

For more information, contact the center at 

FKEDC@noaa.gov. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 
Monroe County Climate Change  

Advisory Committee Meeting 
Monday, October 22nd 

12:30 - 4:00 p.m. 

Marathon Government Center 

2798 Overseas Highway, Marathon 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Halloween 
is Wednesday, October 31st 

 

Continued  
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https://www.carfreekeywest.com/
https://www.carfreekeywest.com/
https://www.floridastateparks.org/sites/default/files/Division%20of%20Recreation%20and%20Parks/documents/FKOHT%20MAP-%20PRESS.pdf
https://fl-monroecounty.civicplus.com/386/Climate-Change-Advisory-Committee
https://fl-monroecounty.civicplus.com/386/Climate-Change-Advisory-Committee
https://fl-monroecounty.civicplus.com/386/Climate-Change-Advisory-Committee
mailto:monroe@ifas.ufl.edu
http://www.marathongardenclub.org
tel:1-305-809-4750
mailto:FKEDC@noaa.gov
https://www.facebook.com/MonroeCountyExtension
https://twitter.com/KeysUFExtension
https://www.instagram.com/ufifas_extension_monroecounty/
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        UF/IFAS Extension is  
    Putting Florida First 

   In this issue of Educating with Extension:  
   

- Transportation Tips for a Better Environment 

- Family and Community Development News    

 from Alicia Betancourt, our Extension Director 

- Sea Grant News from Shelly Krueger 

- Horticulture News from Michelle Leonard-Mularz 

- Upcoming Plant Clinic Dates 

- October Happenings 

-   A Plastic Ocean Screening 

       - GrowFest at Redland Fruit & Spice Park 

- Help Mote Track Florida Reef Tract Coral Disease  

 

Help Mote Track Florida Reef Tract Coral Disease  
 

Scientists need your help in observing healthy  

and unhealthy corals around our barrier reef.  

 

Please go to Mote’s C-Ocean site to report         

anything unusual on the reef in the Florida Keys:  

https://mote.org/research/program/coral-reef- 

science-monitoring/marine-observers-form 

 

The Florida Department of Environmental  

Protection has also put together a FAQ sheet.  
 

Please go HERE, to find tips that you can use to help protect our reef! 
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Sciences, Nick T. Place, dean for UF/IFAS Extension. Single 

copies of UF/IFAS Extension publications (excluding 4-H and 

youth publications) are available free to Florida residents 

from county UF/IFAS Extension offices. 

   

 

A celebration of all local things, edible, green, and growing 

October 13th and October 14th, 2018 

9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Redland Fruit & Spice Park  

24801 SW 187th Avenue, Redland, FL 33031 

Day Pass: $10 at gate; $8 online 

Full (2-Day) Pass: $15 at gate; $12 online 

Free for children under 10 

Free for Military at VetTix.org and First Responders at 1stTix.org 

Go to redlandgrowfest.com for more details! 
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UF/IFAS/MCES QUARTERLY CONTACTS  

                    July            Aug       Sept         Totals 
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Please recycle this newsletter!  

Phone calls 72 76 49 197 

Office visitors  9 9 10 28 

Visits to clients 13 12 9 34 

Learning events 29 27 29 85 

     Participants 338 225 717 1,280 

Media submissions 8 12 5 25 

Publications distributed            89 145 185 419 

TOTAL contacts  558 506 1,004 2,068 

Southeast Florida Action Network 

Mail Recipients ñPlease contact our office for any links provided electronically!  

http://monroe.ifas.ufl.edu
https://www.facebook.com/pages/UF-IFAS-Monroe-County-Extension/583429125098575
https://twitter.com/KeysUFExtension
https://www.instagram.com/ufifas_extension_monroecounty/
mailto:monroe@ifas.ufl.edu
http://www.monroecounty-fl.gov/773/Educating-with-Extension-Newsletters
http://www.monroecounty-fl.gov/773/Educating-with-Extension-Newsletters
https://mote.org/research/program/coral-reef-science-monitoring/marine-observers-form
https://mote.org/research/program/coral-reef-science-monitoring/marine-observers-form
https://floridadep.gov/sites/default/files/Coral-Disease-Outbreak-FAQ_v5.2.pdf
https://floridadep.gov/fco/coral/content/south-florida-reef-ambassador-initiative-become-coral-champion
http://www.monroecounty-fl.gov/
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu
http://ufl.edu
http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu

